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The concept of theism refers to ‘the belief in the existence of God’.

In Indian context it is not necessary to discuss about the issue : ‘Does

God exist or not?’. Almost all the schools of different branches of Indian

tradition believe in God except some schools like =@ etc. who have

side-tracked themselves from the main stream just to look different and to

achieve some cheap popularity. However, a point that needs to be discussed

here is about the number of God. In fact, we have different doctrines
believing in either one God or many.

The practice of praising or worshiping the deities is not new, at least
not in Indian tradition. Such trend can be experienced from the very
beginning of our cultural heritage. We have plenty of such evidences which
prove that the vedic seers used to praise for various almighty deities for
the welfare of mankind. The evidences are preserved in the oldest written
documents of India in the form of 798, IFA] and I¥EAT etc. At the
initial stage of human creation, a group of natural entities such as rain, fire,
air, river etc. were regarded as deities which were benevolent for human
race. In the course of time a concept of tutelary deity (3TfeRerr) having
its origin also in the natural substances, was developed. As a result, the
number of vedic deities started increasing gradually.

Although evidences are available in Vedic literature that a number of
deities were worshipped in vedic period still they do not have any definite
form or definition. They are described only as a means of expressing the

supreme soul (THHT). Through worshipping the THIE, the THIA is
worshipped. May be, therefore, it is said : HERATHEHR: h¥E AR,

(84)
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Moreover, it is believed that though the deities are different, the divinity
present in them is one : FEE-IAMHHIEHHH (here T means o
as the word asu denotes 90T). Thus, the concept of mono-theism
(THYALETR) had its course side by side. One of the -vedic mantra
states that the supreme being has been described in different ways by the
seers, though it is one'. The same ¥ is repeated in the Atharvaveda®. In
Yajurveda also the doctrine of Toh¥eRATR is supported, where it is said

that the worldly beings are expected to do their duties while the God has
to oblige them with result’.

At the later stage the concept of mono-theism spreaded to the
constituted Vedic literature also. Ik, the author of f7%a, has classified
the deities into three categories, for the first time, on the basis of three
global locations i.e. land, space and heaven. Those deities were further
described as embodied ones, possessing power of par-excellence.
Consequently, I has also supported the concept of mono- theism®, 9,

the famous author of FaTIHATUTRT holds that in the beginning a single
deity, i.e. sun was eulogised in the Vedas. He says, the concept of monism

which is developed in the SUMWE-period, is also the outcome of such
belief.

In the medieval vedic period, each and every vedic hymn was
intentionally related to some sacrifice or other. Even a few intentional
statements are available in this regard which propagate that the vedic hymns
are meaningful only with reference to the sacrificial rites. In fact, such
statements were pre-planned to establish a notion that the hymns which
are no way related to the sacrifices, are meaningless’. However, coming
to the Upanishadic period, the importance of sacrificial theory was lessened.
In Upanishadic literature, the theory of knowledge, which gives rise to the

1. Tk Afgur «gen o=
AT o9 HARTaHTg:- FAg  1.164.46
HUEAE 9.10.28
ISR IS TTCEhTHI S TTRTHTATE |
HE @ HE: S HiEddl agds 7.48
4. TREIYFAREAE THh S SgHl Wl
RIS Jdl: ey waf<il Fea-7.4
5. o fRaneiaReferTae e - HEeEH 1.2.1
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concepts such as soul and supreme soul etc., came into existence and
gradually it was developed to a concept in the consequent stage. Till that
period a trend has already started to interpret the sacrifices from the spiritual
point of view. As a result, several religious groups as well as different
philosophical traditions started peeping their heads.

So far as the origin and development of theism is concerned, the
Puranic texts have a key-role to play. In this context we are remembered
of the origin and development of the mythical concept such as trinity

(F@aR). The three deities, namely, ST, ﬁrﬂﬂ and TeYR are the imagined
creation of qUUI-s. The JUUI-s have their own way of observations. They
differ in the context of giving importance to either of these three deities.
However, the authors of those JUUl-s never dispute with each other in this
regard as we experience in case of the MEFHHR-s over the controversial
issues. If a particular JUUT gives importance to one of the three deities
mentioned above, the other does not blame it. It seems that as if a
combined effort is made in those JUUI-s to establish an unity amongst
these three deities.

Similarly, the theory of God developed in the JUUl-s is no way
contradictory to that of SUMYE-s. According to XU s, SI&N creates the
world through F=a0T, T preserves it through TSR whereas ¥& destroys
it through T9[UI. These three deities are no other than the creative,
preservative and destroying forces or powers of nature. However, these
Brahmaic, vaisnavic and Rudraic forces should not be supposed to be
three different entities working in the cosmos, but they are only the triune
aspects of one and the same in matter, cosmic and segreget. For example
the human body is built up by Brahmaic force, preserved by vaisnavic
force and destroyed by Rudraic force.

WA is the most commonly used term in our tradition denoting God.
However, in different 1T -s the term $¥eR is used mostly to denote @&
and some times to A% also'. Some schools believe that $¥eR is the
name of the fifth face of the five-faced f¥18 which is beyond the

1. (a) SR wNY I AIsgd WfafT oreder AfEHeE: 27.116
(b) T R [ TN FgsA: Te:
kIl Heled: geHfafd: fire: dsEdieT: 1.1.40
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comprehension of the Yogis even'.

Taesitel has defined $9eR as a ‘special kind of Being’ distinct from
man in as much as he is untouched with ignorance and the products of
ignorance. He is not subject to karmas or H&hI-s; or the results of action
. FATHATTIERITE  STGE:  qeufaey  $YeR:-  UdeserdnTgs|

The theism of philosophical tradition is based on the edifice of divine
theory of the Veda-s and the JUUl-s. However, all the philosophical
schools do not invariably hold a single opinion on this issue. Some of them
go in the favour of establishing the omniscient and omnipotent God as the
creator of the universe, while some others argue in the negation. In addition
to that, there are some schools who, in the beginning, do not state anything
about theism but establish the concept firmly in the later stage. Some schools
of =F-philosophy also come under the final category.

Before going into the details of the development of =M view
with regard to theism, it is necessary to cast a bird’s eye view on the
stand of some contemporary philosophers over this issue. Generally the
philosophical traditions are divided into two groups, namely, vedic and non-

vedic ones. The six orthodox schools, namely, Jei-HHIET, ITX-Hww,
WEA, A, = and A9, come under the vedic group, whereas the
non-orthodox schools like =elier, Sl and, Eﬁ@ etc. come under the non-
vedic one. In addition to that, there are some minor philosophical schools
like 994, 3, quigd, 9= and S etc. which can be placed
in non-vedic group. Due to the repeated difference of opinions, many other

sub-schools came into existence. For example, the 3&=i-philosophy was

sub-classified into categories such as 37gd, faf¥TseTgd, ISTed and Sdigd

etc.

This way, a variation was experienced in the views with regard to
the existence of God and its nature. Either 19 or feIe] is generally depicted
as the creator of the universe. On the basis of this fact, all the philosophies,
accepting God, can be broadly classified into two traditions, namely,
Shaivism and vaishnavism.

The FTEIAYA considers T as J&URH “man of excellence”. The
lord foI%] is one amongst the famous 3Mf<cd-s described in the Vedas.

1. Dictionary of Hinduism, under the term $¥aR p. 120
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The tradition believes that he is the deity who looks after the world by
taking various incarnations time to time. His worship was common amongst

the &f3@-s living in a country called ¥r&dl. The name ‘aE<d’ is one of
the important epithets of lord T the reference of which can be found
even in the 3T=IEARY’ of WU and the TETHIS of Fassital followed by
various ancient inscriptions available here and there. In fact, aTgad was
one of the incarnations of lord T, In 9 age F1 was born as the
son of a &f@-chief named IRA. Thus, the name aRGd came in to use.
IRgd was not only the enemy of the demon &4, the tyrannical ruler of
T but also the famous charioteer of 3751 who taught -SFTERIId to
375 in the Battle-field of F%&H. The tradition believes that 1, the son
of vedic a1, is subsequently identified with the F™T of FETHRA and
finally with the T of QU-s. Philosophers may have something different
to speak in this context but a layman of any period had no difficulty in
accepting $9I as a God.

There is also a reference to another claimant of ST in FREIYRA
who is altogether different from <‘>|T§1§T>T T, However, we come across
with an idea of =48 in the HETHRA consisting of four personalities i.e.
Baladeva, pradyumna, Aniruddha and agea”. The scholars do agree with
each other on the issue that the lord a&<d was identical to the historical
%9, who has taught the complete TfidI-text to Arjuna in the Battle-field.

The same aRIRd was the propounder of SRS~ and was universally
famous for being considered as the propagator as well as promoter of
theism i.e.the concept which was surprisingly acceptable to almost all the
traditions.

The concept of God is liberally explained in “FTerIIdT, the motto
of which was to introduce the concepts like 9, @H and 9. An
omniscient and most powerful entity has been recognised as God in the
sacred texts of Hinduism, who has been accepted as the agent of each
and every action and the supreme of all the souls. We have a traditional
verse which may of course be treated as a metabolic statement meant for

1. SRANAEN g9 P. 4.3.98 and HETHTSIH on it.
2. TEIMRA- 12.339, 25, 36, 41, 72-73
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praising the text.The verse says - the son of a milk-man ( i.e. -
%) has squeezed out the nectar like essence in the form of Tfdl from
the cows in the form of IUWE-s'. Here Arjuna has been described as
a calf and the scholars as the consumers.This particular text identifies God
as a causal agent of all the auspicious and inauspicious deeds of the living
beings. F says -O FHH=H (i.e. Arjuna) these kings are already killed
by me earlier. Therefore, you have to become only a formal cause in this
matter’.

In addition to that in another verse, he says - “never was I non-
existent nor you, nor these chiefs of men (i.e. kings ), neither shall we all
of us ever cease becoming here-after. The word 38" in this verse refers
to supreme soul. While commenting on this particular verse Ramanujan
says - here undoubtedly 3%8H ‘T’ refers to the lord of all who is the supreme
and eternal soul*.

Moreover, in the third chapter of the same text $%I has again proved
himself as God. He says - "O ¥, there is absolutely nothing in these
three worlds that I am obliged to do’™. This particular statement establishes
the basic difference between God and the beings.The individual soul is the
performer of innumerable actions whereas the supreme soul is not supposed
to perform anything in this world.

In another context it is said that the person-paramount, however, is
different who is known as the supreme-self ( 1.e.9THIHT ). He, the eternal
lord ( i.e.39%R ) pervades and sustains the three worlds®. In this particular
statement, God is established as the eternal and the sustainer of the three
worlds.

Elsewhere in the TdT itself it is said that though the God resides

g gl Ma: I MU - MamEee
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in the body, he is something special. Therefore, he is described as SIS
‘supervisor’, 3T ‘permitter’, Tl ‘supporter’, KT ‘consumer”’, FeYaX
‘the great lord’ and also ITHIH ‘the supreme soul’'. The nature and form
of the God is very clear in this statement.

If the God of =¥ - philosophy is compared with the God of -
T then it becomes clear that both the schools hold a similar opinion
in the context of the creator of universe. In support of the above statement,
it will not be out of context to quote some statements of - TSI,
which establish the God as the creator of the universe : For example, ™1
says - “the four-fold cast-grades were created by myself on the basis of
innate disposition ([T) and vocation (¥7)% This statement leaves no
confusion in establishing the God as the creator of universe.

Similarly in another context, he says : “I am the becoming and also
the dissolution of the world. Therefore, know me as the common source
of all beings (i.e. the whole world)®.

Moreover, in a different verse it is stated that he who meditates at
the time of departure with a steady mind possessed of devotion, as also
of the strength that comes from you, well fixing the life breath between the
eye brows, he reaches that supreme divine person®. This statement also
adds evidence in support of the view that accepts God as the creator of
the universe.

Besides, in another verse the lord $™7 says to Arjuna that “by me

presiding, nature gives birth to both the movable and the immovable entities;

because of this the world revolves™.
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Further he says : I am the father, the mother, the supporter and the
Grand father ( ancestor ) of this world. The syllable 31 as also the Vedas,
namely, >&eh, HH and I are to be known as the holy one who is the
purifier’.

Moreover, I am the God, the Lord, the witness, the abode, the

refugee, the friend, the becoming, the dissolution and the ground of being
ontological basis and never expended seed”.

Further, he says that non hurting, balance, contentment, austerity,
benevolence, fame and shame are the various distinct attitudes arising from
me alone’.

In another verse he says that I am the source of all and from me
every thing moves out-ward*. Further he says, O Arjuna, I am the seed
of all beings and there is nothing moving or unmoving in this world which
can exist without me”.

Moreover, he declares that whatever entity is unique in perfected
value, in grace or radical strength is manifested from a (mere fractional)
spark of my brilliance®.

In one of the verses of 11th chapter, Arjuna also describes the Lord
T as the creator of the universe. He says - “why should they not bow
to you, O great self, more venerable even than, SI&Tl, the first maker, O
endless God of Gods, Basis of the universe! You are the imperishable one,
existence and non existence and what is even beyond that’.

1. fyaews s o uan fiams:
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Further, he says that “you are 91 (wind-deity), Yama (death-deity),
Agni (fire-deity), %0 (sea-deity), ¥R (lunar-deity), ITafd (first of
progenitors) and the great ground sire. Hail, Hail to You! a thousand times
and again Hail, Hail to you'. On the basis of the above statements of -
T it can be concluded that TSI accepts the God as the creator

of the universe.

The terms like $¥eR or He¥eR generally refer to 19 in Sanskrit
literature. However, in FTSEHIAT such terms are used in the sense of T
also”. This notion of similarity between /e and T might have crept
in due to the influence of some of the JUic texts of consequent period.

Rudra is a vedic deity finding multiple mention in &%, I5o& and
the 31¥9ag as well. Four Jd-s of ®Ta] are fully devoted to Rudra.
Besides, he is praised in some of the hymns of other Rivedic ¥i-s also.
He has not been given that much importance in the vedic literature as his
co-deities are given. He is described as the protector of paths, fields and
cattles. He is sometimes armed with weapons and also kills the men and
cows etc.The Rudra-chapter of Yajurveda describes his various divine
powers. Although it is said that the animals are protected by the grace of
Rudra still he is described as the lord of black-smith, tribal people, thieves
and docaits etc. In fact, he is the protector of the world and designated

with various names such as TR ‘one who sleeps on the mountain’
FHfTa ‘one who wears the tiger-skin’, TAfd ‘the lord of beasts, &
‘one who has matted hair, 99 ‘the destructor, 9 ‘the origin’ and g
(I95% 16.48) etc. He is described as both Sfid and WRH (TEE THISTH
Stemn a1, AR~ 1. 43. 1; 9595~ 8. 58 ). He is praised as W01 (IoR-2.
5) g ANER 11. 54 ), T9d (I9E% - 16. 49 ) and so on’.

The nature of Rudra as found in Atharvaveda is even better than

that of the 3o and IS[@<. He is mentioned here in various forms. He
is described as the lord of bi-pet and quadro-pet animals (U[afd), TE&m&

1. agEHsiTeE: g USHfaE gidaHeTE
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‘one who has thousand eyes’, 31fd@¥l-s ‘one who pierces deeply’,
Af=eied  ‘one whose target is never failed’, the destructor of the
demons, the protector of the praiser, f4HTeh-#TRT ‘one who is armed with
a bow called T and also a king. Rudra is also stated as identical with

Agni. Bhava, sarva, TeRd, T¥Afd and W are also the synonyms of
Rudra. Bhava is the lord of a tribal class and the Eastern direction. On
the other hand, ugra is described as the lord of the Northern direction,

Rudra as that of the lower direction, T&ad as that of the upper direction
and T9M as the lord of various corners such as 39T and & etc.' It
seems that the concept of 3T=Hfd ‘eight features of ¥1&' might have been
developed on this sort of background. The details about the eight features
of T2 in the form of five primary entities (TSaHEId-s : fera, 319,
?I?IE, g, 3ARRT) along with thesun, the moon and the ISHN ‘the
performer of the sacrifice’ are discussed in thesalutary verse of
ARt of IR as well as in different Sid-literature.

Although Te¥ad-34EE is not that old so far as the U ic
texts are concerned, still this UMY play a vital role in this particular

context. In fact, ToIAReM-IUE can be regarded as the confluence of
the observations of different philosophies in the present context. The hymns
from %78, Yajurveda, Gfedl, Ueahdug and FSUMEE etc. are very
often quoted in Yo¥A®. The full credit can be given to this text for
contributing the philosophy of mono-theism by incorporating many ideas
together in this regard. In fact, the combined views of ®&d and Yoga are
found reflected in this 399, Although &l who is expressed by the
terms such as Rudra, f¥18, S99 and He¥eR etc. is the main subject of
this 39U still it is not related to any particular tradition. The scholars
like 3T and TMS etc. have quoted the mantras of this UMY in their
respective works. The subject of the TeldI¥eldR-34fug can be considered
as the source of the philosophies like ¥®&A, aR, =™ and CHiC
According to this 39, 19 is the only deity who is regarded as the

indestructible spirit and rules over the indestructible elements. The God is
one, imperishable and the lord of illusions. He conquers over all the world

1. voARAR 39U 1.10
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through his own powers. He is the only one who keeps worldly
arrangements under his control at the time of creation and the destruction
of the universe. The knower of Rudra is regarded as immortal'. Rudra is
only one and he is matchless . He rules over all the three worlds through
his own power. He is present in the heart of each and every creature. He
himself is the creator, protector as well as the destructor of all these
worlds?.

This supreme soul has his eyes everywhere. He has face in each
and every direction. In every direction he has hands and feet also. He is
the first and foremost supreme deity who creates the terrestrial and the
celestial globe’. He is the cause of the origin of the deities like Indra etc.
and also that of the super human powers. He is the omniscient and the
lord of the universe*. The image of Rudra is the revealer of moral merits
(393-s) and its image is the form of bliss and happiness’. He is praised
to turn his arrows to beneficial one which he holds in his hands for
destruction®. The great form of God is different from the world.

However, it is extensive and pervasive7. He is the only distributer of
food and the invader of this world. No one exists here who can surpass
him. No one is either smaller or greater than this. He stands steady like
the tree who is glorified by his own glories.The whole universe is pervaded
by such supreme soul®. The God is omnipresent and he lives in the heart
of all creatures.Therefore, he is accepted as all pervading in the form of
bliss’. He is the creator of the whole universe'® and has no beginning. Two
beautiful birds who are friends to each other, live together in a single tree.
They both serve the same tree together. However, only one out of them
enjoys the delicious fruits of it while the other one only keeps on observing

Ibid 3.1
Ibid 3.2
Ibid 3.3
Ibid 3.4
Ibid 3.5
Ibid - 3.6
Ibid - 3.7
Ibid - 3-9
. Ibid 3.11
10. Ibid 4.4
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it. Here by the birds, the individual soul and the supreme soul are intended
!. The God is illusory. The whole universe is pervaded in a part of $¥eR
who is associated with the illusion (F/T)% The supreme God is the cause
of the origin of other deities like s&T etc. and the lord of the universe. The
God is the lord of all deities. He is present in all the worlds. This supreme
God is the smaller than the smallest (3TOIRUIEM). The living being gets
the highest peace even by the knowledge of the God, who is the creator
of the universe and the giver of the enjoyments and who himself is the
form of auspicious.This God was the protector of all the worlds in the
past and today also he is the lord of the universe who hides in the living
beings’.

We praise 39 who is greater than the gods (the highest lord of all
deities) like ST&T ‘the lord of the gods presiding over creation (JsTafd)
and T/ the lord of all the worlds’. In the description of its great lordship
it is said that $¥R has neither a body nor the sense organs. In fact, there
is no one who is more than it .His supreme power brings everything under
his control*. The supreme soul who is only one, is the lord of all duties
and the witness of everybody. He is matchless and bereft of any attributes.

AT is one and he is never dual (3fgdi™). He is the source of all the
beings. He is eternal of the eternals. He is the animate of the living ones
and fulfills the desire of the creatures.

The sun and the moon are lighted by the lights of the TTHIHT.
$YA is the creator as well as the knower of the universe. He is the self
product (3TEHAM), self existent (¥F%Y), the store of all the lores and
the cause of the bondage, emancipation and the state (&) of the world
6

It is not possible to get rid of the chain of birth and death without
knowing the ultimate reality and the real form of 4. This, of course,

Ibid 4.6

Ibid- 3- 11
Ibid- 4.12 -15
Ibid 6.7-8
Ibid 6.11-14
Ibid 6.16
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justifies the utility of ¥ and Yoga. It seems that the existence of the
supreme soul along with the soul, described in 39MEE is also acceptable
to YAATARIIMTE,

Moreover, the s&F which is depicted in the episode entitled A
of aﬁﬂﬁﬂiis also identical with the Rudra or 1, because, 31 is accepted
as the power of Rudra and f¥r@.

In the 31&refaiafTeg Rudra is depicted as identical with, S/&T and
forou]. Here also he is described as the creator and the destructor of the
universe. M is the synonym of Rudra. Because, he is the lord of $¥mf=-
s. Contextually in YR[IARMEA there is a reference to famous HEHEM
‘purification by ashes’ and bhasmalepana ‘smearing the body with ashes’
etc. The liberation of bondage has also been appreciated in those TT&A-
s.

In HEI9RA T4 is discussed in a good number of context. In the
vanaparvan it is said that Arjuna has achieved the weapon called IRIAEA
by satisfying 7% in the guise of a mountaineer. In sauptikaparvan it is said
that 3T could kill ¥ etc. in the tent of 9U€d-s only through
the grace of f¥d. In f<T9aH the lord F7T has narrated to Jf4fteX about
the exact portion that Rudra gets from the sacrifice. In STIRTEATS we
find the praise of 18 with thousand names. In addition to that, there are
episodes which depict the magnanimity of 718 Evidences are also available
regarding the worship of fefeg ( 1 worshiped in the form of phallus)
along with the worship of . Taking a particular meaning of f&7g into
account many scholars have tried to avoid the whole 3@-cult. There is a
mention to T¥ISa ‘the deity in the form of male organ’ in Jgveda.
However, it is not proper to blame the whole Fe-cult on the basis of
such a few references. From the time im-memorial, in the each and every
part of India the practice of worshiping T8 continues without any break.
In sanskrit the term feTg denotes a symbol. From philosophical point of
view, just as JUTd ‘the sacred syllable 31 is the symbol of the, &M,
similarly feTg is the symbol of f3r@.

LK X 4



Rig Vedic Society
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*The early Vedic society represented human equality and simplicity
at their best. It was a society of high moral standards. It shows an advance
civilization, a settled life, and an organized human relation.

Family:- The Aryan families were the backbone of the society. The
society was organized on the basis of the family as a unit. Each home was
like an abode of happiness.

This was because the Aryans laid great emphasis on the virtues of
family life. A good family man was a good social being. Usually, the father
was the head of the family. As the head, he controlled the other members.
This period was the period of joint family practices. The younger members
obeyed the senior members. The relation between father, mother, brother,
sister rested on a sense of duty, devotion, affection and cordiality. The size
of a family could be big enough to contain many members from
grandparents to grand children. But they all lived in peace. In their daily
life, the Aryan householders’ believed in plain living and high thinking. Truth,
mercy, kindness, goodness, mutual help and understanding were the ideals
of the family life.

According to the mentioned points in Rig Veda, the rights of the
father in the family were limitless. He could hardly punish family members
with harsh penalties. An extreme instance of family discipline is furnished
by a case of ‘RIJRASAVA’', who was deprived of his sight as punished
by his father. The narrative of the Shunhshape of Varunasuktam® can
be concluded that a father could sell his children, but it does not mean,
that the relation between father and other family members, were full of

1. Rig- Veda 1. 116. 16
2. Rig — Veda 1. 24. 12,15,5 .2 .7
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bitterness, such examples should be interpreted as exceptionable.

Brahmins of Rig-Veda society considered themselves to be the
descendents of the ancient Rishis. Their fable vanshas were known as their
Gotras. there were seven gotras in the society: Bhargava, Angirasa, Atreya,
Kashyapa, Vashistha, Augustya and kaushika.

Chaturamasha:- The Aryans believed in the system of chatuarmasha
or the four-folded division of one’s life. At the young age when man received
education and training, he practiced Brahmacharya. Thereafter he married
and led the Grahasthalaya life or the life of a householder. When the man
reached the third stage of his life, he adopted Vanaprastha. During that
period he lived in a cottage away in forest to perform religious duties. In
the final phase of life, in the old age, he practiced the Sanyasa Vrata by
renouncing everything. These practices showed the discipline of the Aryan
life.

Position of Women:- The women held a high position in Aryan
society. Inside the family they played a prominent role. They exercised a
much influence in domestic affairs. In religious ceremonies and festivals,
women enjoyed equal place with men. Before their marriage the Aryan
daughters received education in the house of their parents. The word
‘DUHITRY’ in Sanskrit and daughter in English came from the root Aryan
word ‘DUGH’ which means milking the cow. Perhaps the Aryan girls were
fond of looking after the cows as their domestic duty.

There was no child marriage in the Rig-Veda society. Girls lived in
the house of their parents till they attained marriageable age. They had
freedom to select their husbands. Of course, arranged marriages were a
more usual custom. Marriage was considered a sacred obligation in Vedic
culture. It was indissoluble. There was no seclusion of women in the Vedic
society. The Vedic women took part in the highest socio-religious duties.
Some of them like Lopamudra, Ghosha, Vishavara and Apala become
immortal as the authors of Vedic hymns.

But all of these women were not eligible mainly in two deeds
(1) They could not be participating in political affairs.

(2) They were not entitled to property rights.

3

Marriage:- Marriage was claimed as a sacred bond. wife is counted
as a better half (Ardhaangniee) according to the Satapatha Brahmana. Wife
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could participate in the religious rituals and religious ceremonies with her
husband. Unmarried male and widower were not able to get participate
in religious rituals like Yajna. In Rig-Veda the term ‘Zaaydastam’ (STRREH)
means that the “wife is home in herself”, which shows the importance of
wife. Generally monogamous pattern was adopted by the society but Elite
class followed the polygamy also. Inter-caste marriages were acceptable
but the marriages of Aryans with Daasas and Shudras were completely
prohibited. Remarriage, digamy (known as ‘Niyoga’) practices were
practiced. The main purpose of marriage was to get son, people continued
prayers for the plurality of the sons.

In a Mantra said by the prayer to the Lord Indra “S9Teamd QamTate

TfeHeRTE T ” means “provide this lady ten sons that her husband
would be eleventh”. It is natural that due to the patriarchal society, an
avidity of the sons was so high and the dynasty of the family was run by
sons only. The custom of ‘Sati’ was not in practice, in a hymnology of
Dasham Mandala there is

“ ST S AR AT AU T |
s fefidiaad agSitemty wwgg

Means: “Rise, come unto the world of life, O woman: come, he is
lifeless by whose side thou liest.

Wifehood with this thy husband was thy portion, who took thy hand
and wooed thee as a lover”.

Social Equality:- In the first phase of Rig-Vedic society the most
praiseworthy feature of the early Vedic society was the social equality of
men. All Aryans were equal among themselves. There was no cast system
to separate from man from man. Every Aryan could learn the Vedas, could
fight the battle as solider, and work as a cultivator. It is only the conquered
people who were given a lower rank in the society as the Dasas®. In the
brief, the Rig-Veda Aryans lived in an ideal society which was unique in
ancient world.

All the people were counted as the member of ‘Jana’. Before the
making of ‘Jana’ the people were known as ‘Arya’ ‘Kristi’ and ‘Charshni’

1. Rig- Veda 10. 18. 8
2. Ancient History of Shudras Page 21-23
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respectively. Where the meaning of ‘Arya’ shows the power of productivity
but with the glance of Rig Vedic period this denotes as common people.
The other word ‘Charshni’ shows the meaning of stroller people. When
the stroller people changed their lifestyle and followed their occupation as
a labor or a farmer or likewise then they were known as ‘Kristi’. Most
number of the people from the society came in to this section.

In Rig-Veda the word ‘Varna’, shows the meaning ‘color’ and
somewhere the selection of occupation too. Aryans counted as the blonde
one while the slaves or the Dasas were counted as black one. In the first
phase we find only three words ‘Varnas’ Brahma, Kshtr and Vish
respectively. When the Aryans came to India they had to fight with non-
Aryans, for the wars and conflicts they needed some warriors to protect
the community, those warriors were known as ‘Kshtra’ which means
‘Protector of harm’. In Rig-Veda ‘Kshtra’ used as a name of military force,
state territory, and the inhabitant of that state territory were known as
‘Kshatriya’.

Thus the people chosen for the Yajna and other religious rituals were
known as “Brahma’. While all except community was known as ‘Vish’. In
the Rig-Veda the word ‘Vish’ used for many types of the people like tribal
communities, insertion, band of the people, and common people also. People
of the same family could be involved in ‘Brahm’, ‘Kshatr’ and ‘Vish’.

In the meanwhile another ‘varna’ was originated, which was known
as ‘Shudra’, in this class of varna the people who were the common laborer
either they were the Aryans or non- Aryans were included due to their
financial and social condition. Later on all the laborers commonly known
as ‘Shudra’. The descendants of Aryan artisans, who were engaged in
their ancient business, were considered as ‘Shudras’.

The word ‘Shudra’ primitively found in Rig-Veda’s tenth lesson’s
Purush Shuktam:

TRV TEHHE, a1 U= &l
FE qEE dgvE: UF IE  Ea
Means: The Brahmana was his mouth, of both his arms was the
Rajanya made.

His thighs bee the VaiSya, from his feet the Siidra was produced.

1. Purusa Shukta 10. 90. 12
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thus according to the Rig-Veda when Gods sacrificed the cosmic
legend( Viraat purusha) then as the result of the sacrificed Yajna The four
Varnas have emerged from the different parts of the body of the cosmic
legend’s (Viraat Purusha).

In another hymn of the Rig-Veda a sage said:

HTEE  dal  fawuewterei = =m
AfEEETEt, 3 T 3@ aiemgEEr Uit wwan’

Means:”A bared am I, my dad is a leach, Mammy lays corn upon
the stones.

Striving for wealth, with varied plans, we follow our desires like
kite, flow, Indu, flow for Indra’s sake”.

Thus it shows that the occupations were not in genetic bases.

Food and clothing:- The Rig-Vedic Aryans were vegetarian and
non-vegetarian both. Milk, Curd, and Ghee (purified butter) were mostly
used in food. In Rig-Veda there is a word found named as ‘Ksheer
Pakodan (A sweet dish prepared in milk). ‘Cheese’, made by curd is also
lightened in Rig-Veda. A special dish named ‘° Malpuwa’ (Apupam
Ghritwntam) made from Ghee (Purified Butter). Honey was used as
sweetener and in Worships and rituals honey is also used as ‘Prasadam’
to present before the God. Cantani’s diet (Non-Veg.) was popular in the
society. Lamb, goat, sheep were eatable animals. “Cow’ was not be killed
because cows were counted as the important medium of exchange. in the
first phase of Rig-Veda period cow was also the medium of meat®> but
later on it was counted as the cattle of many profits hence the cow’s
purity started growing®. The use of wine or liquor was purely prohibited.
‘Somrasa’(an organic narcotic) was in use , in 9" part of Rig-Veda there
are so many hymns in praising of ‘Somrasa’.

Alcohol was the symbol of Anger, bullhead, ignorance, gambling,
which was known as the evil and malefic.

In clothing section the cloths of the Aryans were mainly made up

Rig- Veda 9, 112 Brahmapurana chapter 174
Ashvalayan Grahsutra 1. 24.

Baudhayana Grahsutram

Kaathak Grahsutram

Hiranyakashi Grahsutram

The wonder that was India Page 35

AN
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with cotton, wool and deer-skin. In the winters the wool of the sheep
mainly used to wear. The sheep from the ‘Kandahar’ region was famous.
The clothing pattern was divided in to three parts.

1. cloth worn under the waist known as ‘Neevi,
2. cloth worn above the waist known as ‘Vasas’
3. cloth as stole covered the upper part known as ‘Adhivasasa’

People were fully introduced with the art of cutting and sewing,
sometimes embroidery works was done with the gold and silver wire on
the cloths. Ladies and gents both wore turban, ear rings in ears, nose pin
on nose, bangles on hands, wooden sandals in foots and necklace were
the main ornaments. Women with long hair used chignon. Gents also keep
long hair and beard. In Rig- Veda barber was known as ‘Vapta’.

Entertainment and Amusement:- Aryans lived a Joyce life. They
were pragmatist about the life. Races of the chariots, horse race and the
dice game were the sources of the amusement. Gambling was also played.
During the gamble people bets for their win and loss.

Gambling was counted as a bad habit. A father was scolding his son
for gambling ( fuier fehdem 9191 )!. People participated in dance with
various musical instruments. Flute, Drum, dumbly, veena were the main
musical instruments. According to’ Keith’ “In Rig- Vedic period religious
dramas and plays were also exhibited”.

Economic Life:- The economic condition of the people in the early
Vedic society was prosperous. The Aryans were a hard-working race.
They were also the believers of simple life. They loved to live in villages.
Their economic activities mostly centered in and on their villages.

Agriculture:- Agriculture was the chief occupation of the Vedic
Aryans. They regarded cultivation as the main source of their livelihood.
Around every village there were plenty of cultivable lands and wide pastoral
fields for cattle. Each family had its own lands to grow crop. Grass lands
for the animals were held in common by all villagers.

The lands under cultivation were called Kshetra. The Aryans
depended much on the rains and rivers for agriculture. They also took
water from canals to their fields. To make the land fertile, they used manure.
Dhan and Yava were the two chief products of agriculture. Since the lands

1. Rig - Veda2, 29, 5.
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were fertile in those days and population was small, there was enough
food in Vedic India to keep the people happy and self sufficient.

Rearing of Animals:- Next to agriculture, the Vedic Aryans paid
great attention to the rearing of cattle and various other domestic animals.
Milk was regarded most useful, and cows were paid the maximum care.
In every village there cowherd boys to drive the cattle to the green pasture
lands. Sheep, goats and horses were the other useful animal in Vedic society.

Trade and Commerce:- The early Aryans also developed trade,
commerce and industry. Merchants were there to carry various useful goods
from place to place. Varieties of cloths, metal goods and skin products
were sold by traders in different markets. Carts drawn by horses and
oxen usually carried the articles of trade. Boats were used in rivers for
internal movement of goods. Rare evidences are also there to prove that
the Vedic Aryans had maritime activities across the seas.

Cottage Industry:- Cottage industries flourished in Vedic society.
In most villages there were weavers, smiths or metal-workers, carpenters,
and also tanners. Artistic goods were made at selected centers. Ornaments,
weapons, chariots, implements for cultivation, utensils and many other useful
things were made by the people for regular use.

The Aryans loved to eat rice, barley, milk, meat, fish and fruits. In
festivals and religious occasions, they used to drink Somarasa. On the
whole, the Vedic period was a life of plenty and prosperity. It is said that
the early Aryans did not build big cities or Nagara. But they build strong
holds and forts known as PURA with walls around the strong houses
inside.

Political Organisations:- The Aryans were a powerful people. They
came to India in an organized way. As they spread themselves in India
and settled permanently, they developed political organizations in their society
for a better life. The nature of the Vedic political organization was as
follows:

(A) Administrative Divisions:- several families formed a village or
the Grama. The head of the Grama was called Gramani. He regulated the
affairs of the village and maintained peace in his area. Several villages formed
a district or canton which was called the Vis. The head of the Vis was
named as Vispati. If the Vis was very big in size, the Vispati ruled more
or less like a king.
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Several districts formed a Jana or people, which was like a big
political unit or the Rastra. The Rastra or the state or the Jana was ruled
by a head named as Rajan or the King. He was said to be “without a
rival and destroyer of rivals”.

In later times, when the territory became big in size the Rajan became
a Samrat.

(B) King and Kingship:- In Vedic India, the kingship was generally
a hereditary institution. The king occupied a position of honor. He was
anointed by the chief priests. He usually enjoyed the confidence and loyalty
of the people. He lived in his palace. In dress, manners and style, he
maintained the dignity of the royalty.

The son of the king had his right to father’s kingdom. Because of
such continuity, it was a duty of the ruling king to train his successor in
the art of good government as well as in various virtues required for
monarch. At places, the subjects also could elect or select a king for their
land.

The king appointed several officers. Among such officer, the Purohita
or Chaplain, the Senani or the commander of the army, the Duta or the
messenger, the Gramani or villahe headman played prominent role. The
king also had his advisers or ministers. He appointed spies to collect
information about the people. The king was required to perform two main
duties. One was the protection of his land, the people from outside enemies.
For this he maintained his army. The other was to serve and please the
people.

The King or the Rajan of the Vedic age was not an autocrat. He
governed according to the laws and customs of the land, according to the
religious beliefs and with the advice of the seers, sages, and elders. There
were even some kind of popular assemblies in those days called Samiti to
give opinion on the affairs of the state. There was also the Sabha or council
of Elders, containing wise men to advise the government. The monarchy
was thus limited.

It is also understood that at places there were some kind of
republican governments among some of the Aryan tribes. The term ‘Gana’
or people was perhaps used for such a state. Its head was called Ganapati
or Jyeshtha (elder).

On the whole, the Vedic political organizations were sound as stable.
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The state rested on the foundation of ethics, morality, and virtue and popular
will. In course of time, smaller kingdoms yielded place to bigger kingdoms.
Powerful monarchs wanted to rule over large territories. Stronger political
units and organizations thus became the need of the time.

Religious Life:- The Aryans were deeply religious. Their spiritual
thoughts were of the highest order. Among the ancient races on earth, no
race was equal to the Indian Aryans of the early Vedic age in spiritual and
religious thoughts. While the whole world was in the darkness of ignorance
and blind beliefs, The Rig-Veda India held the lamp of wisdom. Among
the ancient- most religions of the mankind, the Vedic religion is considered
the best.

The Rig-Veda Aryans thought of the supreme creator through the
creation. Nature represented the different manifestations of that creation.
They, therefore, became the worshipper of the nature. The mighty elements
of the Nature were regarded by the Aryans as their Gods. All the useful
elements of nature appeared in divine form in the Aryan religious thoughts.

Dyus or the shinning sky, Pithvi or the Mother Earth, Indra or the
God of Rain and Thunder, Varuna or the lord of Waters, Surya or the
Illuminator, Marut or the Lord of Storms, Vayu or the Lord of Wind, Agni
or the God of Fire, and Usha or the Goddess of the Dawn, were the
famous divinities of the Aryan worship. Every one of them was the part
of the Nature. While believing in several Gods and Goddesses, the early
Aryans developed faith in the Supreme Being who was the creator of all.
Every other God was only ‘His’ representation.

Therefore, they sang:

“They call him India, Mitra, Varuna,

To what is one, the poets give many a name, they call it Agni,
Yama, Matarisvan.”

The seers and sages of Vedic India were the epitomes of wisdom.
They searched for the origin and meaning of the Universe and came to
know the first cause of creation.

“Neither death nor the deathlessness existed:
Of day and night there was yet no distinction,

Alone that one breathed calmly, self-supported,
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Other than it was none, nor aught above it.”!

While the religious faith of the Vedic Aryans was deeply spiritual,
their religious practices were most simple. They performed Yajnas (Rituals)
in which they made offerings of ghee, milk, grain and other things while
singing hymns in honor of Gods and Goddesses (Almighty). In their religious
conduct, they became virtuous, kind, charitable and truthful.*

Thus the early Vedic civilization was glorified. The social, political
and religious conditions of the time were the brightest proofs of that great
civilization.

LK X 4

1. Indian myth and legend: chapter II The Great Vedic Deities-Sacred Text
* The History and Culture of Ancient India : K.C.Shrivastava
* Rig-Vedic Arayans : Rahul Sankrityayna
* Rig-Vedic Society (Study Notes) : S. Priyadarshini






